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Great news for the 

RRWA! Federal stimu-

lus money has been 

awarded to complete 

the Roaring Run Trail 

Phase V. This one mile 

link to the village of Ed-

mon will be constructed 

this summer. PennDOT 

District 10-0 based in 

Indiana is overseeing the 

project. 

RRWA Vice President 

Rich Dixon was contracted in 

early February to see if the 

RRWA had any projects to 

construct that had engineering 

completed. Luckily we did! The 

Phase IV and V sections of the 

Roaring Run Trial were engi-

neered in the fall of 2007. 

Dixon contacted the Arm-

strong County Planning De-

partment to get the project on 

the Countyõs project list. He 

also contacted Congressman 

Murtha and State Senator Jim 

Ferloõs offices. The Armstrong 

County Commissioners and 

Planning Department came to 

bat for the RRWA and hit a 

home run! 

Timing was everything as the 

Southwest Pennsylvania Com-

mission saw the quick comple-

tion of the Roaring Run as a 

deserving project. 

The RRWA was notified in late 

February that we were awarded 

the funding necessary to com-

plete the last mile of trail to 

Edmon, using a tar-and-chip 

surface similar to the Rock 

Furnace Trail; install a perma-

nent restroom facility at the 

main trailhead; construct a 20 

vehicle parking area at the Ed-

mon trailhead; and widen a 

portion of the existing Roaring 

Run Trail just upriver from the 

bridge over Roaring Run.  

The RRWA wants to thank all 

those who came our to pro-

mote this project. It will be 

great to have the villages of 

Edmon and Salina connected 

to Apollo via the Roaring Run 

Trail. Next, we can go all-out 

to continue the trail from Ed-

mon to the end of the West 

Penn Trail. This will result in a 

trail from Apollo to Ebensburg 

once this two mile òmissing 

linkó is completed!  

NOTE: Please be aware that 

some of the trail will be closed 

while construction is in pro-

gress. Signs will be posted. 

Please heed the warning signs 

for your safety and the safety of 

the construction crew! Thank 

you! 
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Inside this issue:  

REMINDER!!!!  

¶ Annual Members 

Meeting is Tues-

day, October 6 . 

Elections will be 

held, with a regu-

lar meeting to fol-

low. At the Rt. 56 

Old Elementary 

School across from 

Glenn Bush.  

¶ Next Bi - Monthly 

Meeting is Tues-

day, August 4th . 

¶ Check out       

roaringrun.org to 

adopt part of the 

trail!  

 

Trail to be  

finished  

from Flat Run. 
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Alex Dixon, a fifth grade stu-

dent at Apollo-Ridge Elemen-

tary School, is continuing his 

school project of removing 

the invasive Japanese Knot-

weed and planting native trees 

by Flat Run Falls. The project 

is located at the end of the 

finished Roaring Run Trail, 

four miles from the main 

parking lot. Stay to the left as 

the trail splits, with the right-

hand trail going to Edmon. 

Alex started to cut the knot-

weed last September. The 

knotweed stalks were piled up 

in two places. The larger pile 

was burned on-site by RRWA 

directors Max Sapinsky and 

Rich Dixon in late March. In 

early April, walnut and maple 

saplings were planted at the 

site. Beautiful White Trillium 

began to sprout up, as have 

other native plant species. Alex 

has cut the knotweed once 

already this spring. He will con-

tinue the project into next year. 

The RRWA thanks Alex for his 

hard work in making this spe-

cial place even more special! 

Native Planting Project at Flat Run Falls 

eradicate. During the peak of 

the growing season it can grow 

one inch in a 24-hour period.  

The Tree-of-Heaven or Alan-

thus, is staring to colonize the 

river bank up from the mouth 

of Roaring Run. It grows rap-

idly and its compound leaves 

resemble that of a walnut, and 

the smooth bark is a light grey. 

The trees origin lies in China 

and by 1840 was common at 

nurseries in America. A female 

tree can produce 325,000 seeds 

a year! The brown seeds hang 

in clusters through winter. It 

produces a toxin preventing 

native plants from growing 

beneath its branches. Trees 

sprout from root suckers and 

re-sprout from cut stumps.  

Kill one tree and 50 relatives 

will show up the funeral,õ is 

often said. Plans are being 

made to control these agricul-

tural pests with herbicide. 

Stilt Grass was used for pack-

ing fine china from Japan. Ar-

riving in Kentucky during the 

1920õs, it is now prevalent  

Alien Life Form Invades Roaring Run 

You would expect to read this 

headline at the check-out 

counter. Itõs no joke, theyõre 

here. Most of the plants we 

encounter along the trail have 

been introduced from Europe 

or Asia. The invasive Knotweed 

or òBamboo Weedó was intro-

duced from Japan to England 

as an ornamental in 1825. In 

the late 1800õs it was brought to 

America. Like most invasives, 

once established it becomes 

difficult to 

ñA female tree (Tree-

Of - Heaven) can 

produce 325,000 

seeds a year!ò 

Bench Installed Overlooking Flat Run Falls 

among our own trail in the area 

along Switchback down to Flat 

Run. You can identify it by its 

appearance, which is similar to 

a miniature stand of bamboo. 

Over 150 species of plants and 

animals have been lost from 

Pennsylvania due to invasives. 

Invasive species are a threat to 

the natural beauty and biodi-

versity of Pennsylvania. Part of 

our mission statement says ôto 

preserve and protect our natu-

ral resources.õ So it is our duty 

to aid in the fight against inva-

sives! 

Please look at your address label 

on this newsletter. If the membership status 

shown on the label is less than 09, you did not 

renew your membership yet for 2009.  

Please consider sending a check for your dues 

for 2009 after you have read this newsletter.  

The RRWA depends on its members to 

keep the organization stable financially. 

We hope you will renew your member-

ship for 2009. On the last page of this 

newsletter is an RRWA membership 

application. 

Dues are as follows: 

Individual Yearly�³ $ 10.00 

Family Yearly�³ $ 25.00 

Organization Yearly�³ $50.00 

Individual Life �³ $ 100.00 

RRWA Membership 

 


